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First of all, the earth girdled its hills with a green glow of herbage, and over 
every plain the meadows gleamed with verdure and with bloom. Then trees of 
every sort were given free rein to join in an eager race for growth into the gusty 
air. As feathers, fur and bristles are generated at the outset from the bodies of 
winged and four-footed creatures, so then the new-born earth first flung up 
herbs and shrubs. Next in order it engendered the various breeds of mortal 
creatures, manifold in mode of origin as in form. The animals cannot have 
fallen from the sky, and those that live on land cannot have emerged from the 
briny gulfs.  
 


