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I wish, O conscript fathers, to be merciful; I wish not to appear negligent amid 
such danger to the state; but I do now accuse myself of remissness and culpable 
inactivity. A camp is pitched in Italy, at the entrance of Etruria, in hostility to 
the republic; the number of the enemy increases every day; and yet the general 
of that camp, the leader of those enemies, we see within the walls - ay, and even 
in the senate - planning every day some internal injury to the republic.  
 


