Translation B Michael Grant (Penguin) 1973 (1969)

Members of the Senate, my desire is to be merciful. Yet in this grave national
emergency I also do not want to seem negligent; and as things are I blame
myself for the culpable inaction. Inside Italy, within the passes of Etruria, there
is a camp occupied by men who plan the destruction of the Roman people. The
number of these enemies increases every day. But as for the real commander of
that camp, the leader of the hostile force, he is to be seen within our own walls
and even inside the Senate itself, plotting every day, from this interior vantage
point, some form of ruin for our country.



