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Of the two classes above mentioned one consists of Druids, the other of knights. 
The former are con-cerned with divine worship, the due performance of 
sacrifices, public and private, and the interpretation of ritual questions: a great 
number of young men gather about them for the sake of instruction and hold 
them in great honour. In fact, it is they who decide in almost all disputes, public 
and private; and if any crime has been committed, or murder done, or there is 
any dispute about succession or boundaries, they also decide it, determining 
rewards and penalties: if any person or people does not abide by their decision, 
they ban such from sacrifice, which is their heaviest penalty. Those that are so 
banned are reckoned as impious and criminal; all men move out of their path 
and shun their approach and conversation, for fear they may get some harm 
from their contact, and no justice is done if they seek it, no distinction falls to 
their share. Of all these druids one is chief, who has the highest authority among 
them. At his death, either any other that is pre-eminent in position succeeds, or, 
if there be several of equal standing, they strive for the primacy by the vote of 
the Druids, or sometimes even with armed force.  
 


